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 Sci-Fact  Ronald D Moore got his big break as a writer through Star Trek: The Next Generation’s innovative open script submissions policy.

Helix won’t debut until next 
year, but the show’s first 13-episode season is 
already primed to bring a new sense of urgency 
to TV science fiction – with each episode 

encompassing a day in the life of a team of 
scientists from the CDC (Center for Disease Control) tasked 
with controlling a virus outbreak in the Arctic. On paper, it 
doesn’t sound like the kind of epic saga with which Ron 
Moore is identified. But make no mistake, says the executive 
producer, Battlestar Galactica fans won’t be disappointed.

“If there are common points [to my other work] it’s that 
it’s more character oriented than plot. It’s about darker 
realities and darker things happening. I like the serialised 
format and claustrophobic stories. An Arctic base isolated by 
itself is sort of like a spaceship – you’re in an environment 
and you can’t go outside. I like telling stories in that fashion. 
But mostly I’d say it’s about ambiguous characters and 
difficult moral choices. Those are the things I like.”

Just don’t expect it to be a “House In The Freezer”. 
“I’m just not a hospital show or a medical show kind of 

guy,” explains Moore. “The shows I liked  the least when I was 
working in Star Trek were in sickbay. For this project, I talk 
more about what the character dynamics are, the arcs, who 
the characters could be, and what the twist of the story is. I 
leave it to the rest of the writers to deal with more of the 
technology aspect of it. I’m not that interested in the science 
part of it. Other than that I want the science to be as close to 
reality as we can make it, because that just makes the show 
more believable.” 

Helix comes to US Syfy in early 2014. A UK broadcaster is yet 
to be confi rmed.

 For years, ardent fans of novelist 
Diana Gabaldon’s Outlander novels 
have been waiting for a fi lm or 
television adaptation. Producer Jim 
Kohlberg tried to sell the fi rst book 
as a fi lm for years, but the amount 
of material to condense made it 
impossible. Ronald D Moore 
envisioned it as a TV show, however, 
and a 16-episode fi rst season is now 
shooting in Scotland.

The story revolves around a post-
WW2 nurse who gets sent back to 
1743 Scotland via strange standing 
stones. Moore says casting the two 
leads – Claire Randall (Caitriona 
Balfe) and Jamie Fraser (Sam 
Heughan, above) – was key to pre-
production. “Jamie was the fi rst one 
cast,” says Moore. “It was one of 
those things where you saw Sam’s 
tape and we all said, ‘There he is!’

“The process of fi nding Claire 
became about who is a good match. 
Again when we saw Caitriona’s 
audition we said, ‘Oh that’s Claire. 
There she is.’”

Outlander comes to Starz in the US 
in 2014. A UK broadcaster is TBC.
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